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Introduction

This language-specific syllabus must be read in conjunction with the Language ab initio guide published in
February, 2018.

Themes, topics and subtopics

The ab initio course is centred around five prescribed themes, each containing four prescribed topics. These
provide a framework for the acquisition of the target language. Each theme and topic in the guide must be
taught; however, the manner in which these are addressed will vary to reflect the interests and needs of the
students. Teachers are allowed to include additional topics but are reminded that adding additional topics should
not come at the expense of time spent on the other prescribed themes and topics.

Within each topic, suggestions are offered for subtopics which can be explored. These can provide context for a
topic and inform vocabulary choices. These suggested subtopics are not exhaustive but are an indication of what
the teacher may decide to cover for a particular topic. Teachers are allowed to introduce additional subtopics as
desired.

Themes, topics and suggested subtopics are represented in this syllabus as follows

Theme

Topic
. Suggested subtopic

International-mindedness and intercultural understanding

As international-mindedness is central to the IB philosophy, teachers are encouraged to approach the themes
and topics in such a way as to foster intercultural understanding. Teachers can approach the themes and topics
so that students can describe them, comparing and contrasting cultural aspects in their own culture with those
of the target culture(s).

For example, the theme of “sharing the planet” with the topic of “environment” can be approached by looking at
recycling. Vocabulary related to recycling can be introduced and then how and what is recycled in various
cultures (suitable for the level of the students) can be examined using authentic materials from target language
cultures, analysed by the students (why are some materials more apt to be recycled in some environments than
are others?) and then compared and contrasted with the students’ own experiences and culture(s).

Planning the course

Teachers are also encouraged to take advantage of the interconnectedness and overlap of the themes in
developing a course structure and unit plans. The interconnectedness of the Diploma Programme subjects and
core components should also be made explicit and evident to the language ab initio student. The sample unit
plan included in this document serves as one illustration of how this can be done. Information on course and
unit planning is also available in the teacher support materials (TSM).

A word about vocabulary

The vocabularies provided below are but examples, they are by no means exhaustive, nor are they prescriptive
in nature. Teachers and students can use these words as examples to build vocabulary pool that is meaningful
to learner's communicative needs. This approach allows for inquiry-based, learner-centred and authentic
learning. It is important for teachers and students to choose words according to the contexts of learning,
especially those that accommodate individual interests and communicative needs so that the learning is relevant
and practical.
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Teaching a theme and topic

The following is an illustration of some of the ways in which a specific theme and topic may be taught.

Theme: ldentities

Topic: Eating and drinking

Subtopic Context Purpose Classroom activity | Text types Grammar and lexical items

Groceries In the shop Purchasing Role play List, advertisement, Bread, wine, cheese, kilo, litre, numbers

Cooking: ingredients, recipe Imperative, conditional

quantity

Cooking: instructions At home Giving and Demonstration Recipe, cookbook, short | Ingredients, quantity, mix, stir, add, cook
following orders video clip Imperative

Cooking: equipment, At home Describing Presenting a Brochure, catalogue, Refrigerator, oven, spoon, electric

utensils picture Present

Culinary traditions At home Describing, Oral presentation Short video clip, leaflet Family members, nationality, events
comparing, on special event Imperative, conditional

contrasting

Diet: dietary restrictions, | At the restaurant Giving and asking Role play Guidelines, menu Allergies, vegetarian, vegan, halal,
allergies for advice kosher, low-fat, prices
Impersonal verbs, forming questions
Markets and shops In the street Giving advice Role play Maps Bakery, butcher, supermarket
and directions Imperative, modal verbs
Meals At the restaurant, Describing, Producing a Email, list, invitation, Time, courses
at home comparing, menu menu Conditional, future
contrasting
Restaurants At the restaurant Choosing a Role play Review, social media Restaurant types, food preferences
restaurant and posting, menu Conditional, future
ordering a meal
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Sample integrative unit plan: My home area

The following is an illustration of a unit plan that incorporates the DP core elements (TOK, CAS), ATLs, international-mindedness, conceptual understandings and
skills development while also suggesting activities and resources that may be used

Themes: Social organization, sharing the planet, experiences

Topics: Social issues, environment, festivals and celebrations

Topic/s Main Theme (and related themes)
® Festivals and Celebrations ® Social Organization
® The Environment ® Sharing the Planet
® Social Issues ® Experiences

Language Acquisition Aims

1. develop international-mindedness through the study of languages and issues of global importance
2. enable students to communicate in the target language, in a range of contexts and for a variety of

purposes

Conceptual understandings

o Audience: Whom does the text address? How can different audiences understand the same issue?
What is the relationship with the person/s targeted? Which language is appropriate with friends or on

line in contrast to with e.g. a head teacher? Will | use polite or informal language?

® Purpose: Why has the message been created? What does it try to achieve? How do | convey the

message for that purpose?

e Context: What is the situation? How much does the recipient know about the situation? Whose
viewpoints have been represented or omitted?

Links to TOK/ CAS

1. How aware are
students at your
school of
environmental
issues? How are
environmental
issues approached
at your school? Run
asurvey and start a
campaign to have a
greener school.
(CAS)

Guiding questions Skills & Suggested activities Possible Texts

How is life in my local area | CITY ISSUES Receptive

different from that in | ® Podcast/Video: Journalist talking with a local Interview

(country)? resident about city issues that need immediate Article
attention. (RECEPTIVE: LISTENING) Song

What is my role in the | ® Article about a new campaign to encourage people | Podcast

town where | live? How to reduce the use of cars in the city (RECEPTIVE: Video

does this role differ from READING) Brochure

that of teenagers in other | ® Student representative delivering a speech at

countries? school on how to deal with locally generated waste | productive
and how to reduce food waste (PRODUCTIVE: Speech

How could we make a WRITING AND SPEAKING) Poster

festival Carbon neutral? ® Poster about cycling or walking to school, Social media blog

International-Mindedness

Awareness of different needs
and other social issues
around the world

Awareness of charity work at
local and (inter)national level
and the role of festivals in a
community

Environment locally and
globally discussed - my
feelings towards my local
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discouraging use of cars (PRODUCTIVE: WRITING) Report area and elsewhere

Can help be given How does my daily Social media blog to persuade local residents to Radio announcement

to people in need in journey to school impact respect their environment e.g.: recycling and Diary entry How does my environmental

ways other than my health and the avoiding car travel (PRODUCTIVE: WRITING) Poem attitude affect those in other

financially? What environment? Report on the main city issues in your home area Lyrics countries? E.g. recycling and

are non-financial (PRODUCTIVE: WRITING) biofuel usage.

ways to help those How can food waste Class survey “How green are you?” (INTERACTIVE: Interactive Learner Profile

in need? (CAS) minimization be READING & WRITING) Class survey

achieved? Interview principled- students

How are people’s FUND RAISING FESTIVAL TO HELP HOMELESS PEOPLE Social media discuss responsibility

worries about exchange towards the

serious city issues Song about homeless people (RECEPTIVE: environment

different depending L|STEN|NG) inquirers- students

on the setting? Podcast about a campaign to help a local charity question the extent to

(TOK) (RECEPT|VEZ L|STEN|NG) which help depends on
Brochure about fund raising festival to help a local financial means

What is charity organization. (RECEPTIVE: READING) reflective- students

homelessness and Radio announcement advertising a fundraising reflect on the different

to what extent is festival: writing the script and recording it actions which can be

our perspective of (PRODUCTIVE: WRITING AND SPEAKING) done by people,

it culturally based? Diary entry about experience at the festival. companies and

(TOK) (PRODUCTIVE: WRITING) governments to reduce
Simple poem about homelessness from different impact on the

To what extent are perspectives (e.g. the point of view of a homeless environment.

environmental person, or of a person who sees them sleeping on a

considerations pavement, etc. (PRODUCTIVE: WRITING)

regarding the Interview with charity organizer to become one of

festival universal? the volunteer workers. (INTERACTIVE: ORAL)

What does it mean, Social media exchange via a What’s App group to

to be ‘green’? Is it invite friends to fund raising festival.

the same across (INTERACTIVE: WRITTEN)

cultures? (TOK)

What is the role of

language in

persuasion? (TOK)
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7. How are politeness
conventions
expressed in
different cultures?
(TOK)

ATLs

Research skills: research
into festivals in target
culture(s)

Thinking skills: analysing
and comparing cultures
Communication skills: how
to persuade, invite, inform,
suggest

Social skills: collaborative
reading, pair and group
work

Self-management: ability to
do independent research
and contribute to
collaborative learning
activities

Formative/Summative Assessment

o Self-assessment- reflective journal or blog

® Peer assessment- students use assessment
criteria to give feedback to peers on oral and
written activities.

e Diary Entry/Blog (Paper 1 practice)

e Reading & listening comprehension (Paper 2
practice)

e Interactive oral activities

Assessment Objectives

e Communicate clearly and effectively in a range
of contexts and for a variety of purposes.

e Understand and use language appropriate to a
range of interpersonal and/or intercultural
contexts and audiences.

e Understand and use language to express and
respond to a range of ideas with fluency and
accuracy.

o Identify, organize and present ideas on a range
of topics.

e Understand, analyse and reflect upon a range
of written, audio, visual and audio visual texts.

IT Integration

e Doing online research

e Listening to and creating
podcasts

® Google docs for
collaborative work

e Online discussion
forums

o Class blogs on blogger
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Sample integrative unit plan: My home area
Language-specific resources

Themes: Social organization, sharing the planet, experiences
Topics: Social issues, environment, festivals and celebrations

The following is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. Resources represent examples of those that may be
used and although those listed may be found online, URLs have not been provided as these may change
or be unavailable. It is recommended that teachers search for the type of resource or for a similar title.

e Texts

Tip: Resources may need to be adapted so they fall within the reach of language ab initio
students.
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o ZARMEM
Tip: When googling images, add the name of countries where the language is spoken to make
sure the images found reflect the culture(s) studied.
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Grammatical syllabus

In addition to the prescribed themes and topics of the language ab initio syllabus, teachers are expected

to integrate the following grammatical syllabus into the ab initio course at appropriate stages.

Examples are given below for some grammatical elements but the list of examples is not exhaustive.

Adjectives

o 2 25 1A R DN S5 ]

o 4 1A 1) 75 5 i

N\

o A1 I 81 5 A 58 T SN oR 3 1)

A B

LRI LS AL B FEEIE; A WA B AW
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Adverbs
oRINIIIE: A, HE, W, O%, @EIEE, FE, KBE, P
oRRIEE: R, K, L AEE, Rl B, £ (2
oV, W, UL, —3k, —iE, &
ORHERE: X, W, if,
KINTIE: A, W B, gl A,
ottt KME, th (BO ¥, W, %
oRINIEA: W, A, ], Fi%E, B
oFREEIN: £ (), AT (B 4, W

o AW WIANA
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'?%Z?B;{Fﬂ *ﬂ, EEy IEJ’ 5’ &’ j’JF’ ﬁﬁ, Z:{E[.ﬁzﬁﬂ

oFRAR: Y. BTEL, [A

o RS RE, HA, BRIE
o MR, R

oK RFT: EAR.LH

s
AN = .

Pt
Y

i

Mandarin ab initio: Language-specific syllabus
Mandarin ab initio : Programme spécifique
Mandarin ab initio: Programa de estudios especifico

13



FoR I B
FRHI: ) (K

Connectors/linking words
oEINT: H, H—, B, ANE, BE

oRIRE R Ik

ORIEH: BN

oIRNTLL: BRI, M, AHXIRUE, —J7iH.. 57

JUBNER: BT, &H, A

offiR: KMMFZ, B2, HHKU
Modal verbs

oNiZ. . HE. FILA. AT, HRE

o WAy ia] (1) 75 5 T 30

o B ANl ) 1 1 78 A7 € T AR 2 1)
Negative

oAy WL Al

o 5 E 1] (1) A B
Nouns

o 4% A N $ 3R] R ]

o BB =FTr . AR RTINECR; ARSI AT

Numbers
o Hii
i
o
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Particles
IfiFSENE Y EF
oZE MBI 1, M, 3
ol B NG, We, iy
Prepositions
RIS [IRE P71 £E, AN, ), AR
R G B, X, 4, XM, KT, T
ORER: N (7)), BT
oK TJi A R
RN M, Ak, #
oFRINHLEL: L
o HERR: B (T
Pronouns
o NFRARI: AR, 3, Wb/t
offnAin]: i, JI, IXi, JpLL
oBEWM AR HE, W, fHa, WA, HER
Quantity
o 1] R 42 1] )45 1E
BRI IR TT
oI [1] () 2R 7R 7 1%
Sentences
B
E YN
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Verbs
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11 I F1 5 58 A 1 T AR ]
o HAME (U7, 4R, "Rg, D
Rk 2. H. 1
o 3y ] 1) B
RIPRAERRE: BT TR BERAE. TEREK
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